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Con-vening iIs an Act of Faith

It is over! “It” being the 15th annual Women's
Conference/Retreat for the Unitarian Universalist women
of the Southwest District and their friends. For me and the
women of UUCLR (Unitarian Universalist Church of Little
Rock), it has been a fabulous act of faith and a miracle of
the best sort. An act of faith in part because when |
volunteered us to sponsor a conference in Little Rock, we
had no organized women's group, only a handful of our
women had ever attended a SWUUW Conference and we
had never done anything like this before. A miracle of the
best sort because we came together with one mind to
make a fabulous conference happen for all of the UU
women of this district, we worked very hard and we did it. |
have to admit that initially | had hoped that someone else
would want to be the convener and that | could be the
catalyst and then step back and be a worker bee. Now |
am glad that the women of my church entrusted me with
the role of convener, and | am also glad to rest on_my
laurels and let you all do the leading and work for awhile. |
was very gratified to see so many churches and women's
groups volunteering for future conferences, and the women
of my church were relieved for they feared | would
volunteer them again before they had rested. By the last
day of our conference, | had heard that women's groups
had committed for the next four years. Bravo to all of you!

Our_journey began with a few of us asking a few more
women to meet with us on Friday evenings and just talk
about possibilities. Of course we would share a bottle of
wine, some good food and our lives in the process. We did
some basic outreach to the larger community of women in
our church by sponsoring a women's potluck meal with
entertainment, a dessert potluck with games and then an
open invitational organizational meeting to all the women
in_our church. This occurred over a two year period and
we still had a year to go. By that point we were clear that
we wanted to really encourage our young women and
daughters to be part of our conference and we wanted to
take advantage of the 4-H facility just outside of Little Rock
and it's Ropes program. We also encouraged more of our
women to attend the SWUUW conferences in other cities
during that time period.

We really kicked into_high gear about one year before the
conference. We were really blessed by having the 'Mother
Book' from past conferences to use as a reference. We
especially relied on technology (e-mail) and the great
organizational structure that the 2000 Conference in Dallas
had put together. By then we had a strong core group and
we _began to enlist the specific talents of other women in
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our church. In early June 2000, we began to meet monthly
and had assigned major committee chairs - Bazaar,
Reaqistrars, Decorations, Transportation, Programs, Food,
Treasurer, etc. There were crunch periods when one or
more_women had to really put in_considerable time, like
when the final brochure went out, during the registration
period and especially in the last week, but overall we were
able to keep the work organized and under control
because of the long range planning and the competency of
our women.

The WOMEN | mean! | have never before in my life, in any
situation, in any setting had such an incredibly positive, life
affirming _experience as | have had these last three years
with the WOMEN of UUCLR. | believe that coming
together and working on such a meaningful and creative
project has been a significant qgift to all of us, a gift that is
immeasurable and yet to be fully understood. | could go on
and on about the competency, the creativity, the hard work,
the love and the spirituality of the WOMEN in our planning
roup.

| was asked to write something for this issue of SWWIRL
about the 'process' rather than the planning of a women's
conference. At this point it is hard for me to separate the
two so | have talked some about both in this article. What |
want you to know is that despite this being the biggest
volunteer effort of my life (or probably of any one of our
lives), and despite the fact that we received high praises
and low criticisms (both deserved, | am sure) for different
aspects of our conference and despite the fact that our
women were almost begging me to not volunteer us for
another conference in the near future, | am in awe of the
process and the outcome.. But | never lacked faith in the
WOMEN.

And thanks to all of you WOMEN for showing up and
having faith in us. | have experienced a miracle!

P.S. We are now in the process of organizing
awomen's group!
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All I ask of you, is forever to /,’

remember me as loving you.
Linda /
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SWUUW Officers

President
Gino Kennedy
1350 Melissa Drive
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254)968-7670
kennedy@tarleton.edu
Vice-President
Janet Gardner Martinigue

3636 W. Red Bird Lane #1010

Dallas, TX 75237
(972)296-5275

zucchi@earthlink.net

Secretary
Carol Phillips
1914 Wavecrest Lane
Houston, TX 77062
(281)480-7917
redflame@aghg.net
Treasurer

Barb Rodman
2102 Azalea Street
Denton, TX 76206
(940)382-5419

barodman@juno.com

Past-President
Connie Dunn
1807 N. Elm St. PMB238
Denton, TX 76201
(940)243-5125

connie_dunn@hotmail.com

Top Row: Carol Phillips, Janet G. Martiniqﬁe, Gino

N

Kennedy

Bottom Row: Barb Rodman, Connie Dunn

LETTER FROM THE GUEST EDITOR —

What a joy it has been to assemble this newsletter! My goals
were to report on the SWUUW 2001 Women’s Conference
“Women In_Their_Natural State” and to bring writings, by
women, on other subjects to the women of SWUUW. Since
November | have been announcing my wish for material to my
women’s group, the Women's Expressions Group of Fort
Worth.  This issue contains input from them. After the
conference, | asked several people individually, most of whom
are_on_the conference committee for 2002 or were on_the
conference_committee for 2001, to submit material related to
the Little Rock Conference, and that is also included here.

| was impressed over and over by the talents of the
contributors. | hope you enjoy these writings as much as |
have, and | hope that you are motivated to submit your own
writings for future editions of SWWIRL. | will be editing again
in the Winter (target mailing mid-December) and would love to
receive work from you for that edition.

In _this edition, you will find a brief introduction to each of the
contributors and information on each of the recently installed
officers. | hope you will take the time to get to know these
wonderful women, and | look forward to getting to know each
and every one of you in the future in whatever ways and places
we may meet. | feel a wonderful bond with the women who
contributed to this edition of SWWIRL and hope that you will,
too. May you come away from reading this newsletter feeling
good about yourself, the women of SWUUW and our power to
impact the world in which we live.
Wishing you peace,

Brenda Baldwin

e-mail: swuuw2002@hotmail.com

address: 4400 Inwood Road

Fort Worth, TX 76109

Am | a Member of SWUUW?

If you have paid dues in the past year, ves, you are. If you have
not, you can become a member by sending annual dues of $5 to
the Treasurer listed at left. Please include your full name, mailing
and e-mail addresses, phone number, name of women’s group
and/or church or fellowship, if applicable.

To determine your current status, please look on your mailing
label. If there is a year shown in the upper right hand corner of the
mailing label, it is the most recent year in which we have record of
your dues. If no year is shown, we have no record of dues receipt.
Any questions, please contact our President listed at left.

SWUUW Supporters

SWWIRL Guest Editors -

SWWIRL Distributor - Connie Nolen
6720 Brentwood Stair Road

(treejwg@hotmail.com)

Fall 2001
Winter 2001

OPEN
Brenda Baldwin

(swuuw2002@hotmail.com)

Spring 2002 OPEN

FOILVVOItI, TA 70112

(817)446-0099

swduua@aol.com




SWUUW Database Manager - Betty Sanders
4309 NW 59" Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

(405)949-9011
write-us@home.comWHAT DO

Volunteers
Needed

Mary Francis has agreed to char the
Lunches Plus program at SWUUSI. She will come up
with ideas for ssmple menus, but she needs volunteers to
do the shopping, preparation and serving of the food.

Please contact her if you will be a8 SWUUSI and are
willing to help with the lunches for one or more days.
e-mail: mfrancisl@earthlink.net

mail: 1617 Christine Dr., Midwest City OK 73130
phone:  (405) 741-0694

Volunteers
Needed

Mary Francis has agreed to chair Lunches Plus at
SWUUS]. She will come up with ideas for ssmple
menus, but she needs volunteers to do the
shopping, preparation and serving of the food.

SWUUW has sponsored this program for severd
vears, and many people look forward to it as an
dternative to the standard restaurant lunch.

Although it is not a big money maker for
SWUUW, it is an appreciated service to SWUUSI
participants _and a good way to publicize
SWUUW.

If you will be at SWUUSI and are willing to help
for one or more days, please contact Mary.

Email: mfrancisl@earthlink.net

Mail: 1617 Christine Dr.
Midwest City, OK 73130

Phone: (405)741-0694
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Dénce
For
Joffrey

Benefitting Erin Dunn]

April 21, 2001
/7:00 pm

Denton UU Fellowship
1111 Cordell Denton, Texas

Since Erin Dunn was seven years old, her biggest dream
been to study at the Joffrey and dance at Lincoln Cen
This summer, with your help, her dream can come t
You are invited to an entertaining evening of dance put
by Erin and friends. Donations for sponsorship of Erij
Joffrey summer program will be accepted there.

In many ways, SWUUW will be going to the Joffrey w
Erin. She will be sharing her experience in many ways w
SWUUW, but she will aso be taking what she has leari
among us with her in al her dance experiences. Since H
was 10, she has been attending the Women's Group
Denton and attending the annual SWUUW conferences. §
has grown as a person, a woman and a spiritual woman
the UU faith. She has learned from this group that anyth
can be accomplished, which she is using to carry out
dream. Both can happen this summer. You have been (
of this and continue to do so as you send your lov
sponsorship to Erin.

Contributions may also be sent to: Erin J. Dunn

PMB238, 1807 N. Elm St., Denton, TX 764







